
 

 

 

 

 

Montana University System 

Coal, Oil, and Gas Energy Tour 

August 6-7, 2013 

 

Highlights: 

 Tour of ExxonMobil Refinery, Billings, MT 

 Oil and Gas Industry Panel and Discussion, Billings, MT 

 Tour of Spring Creek Coal Mine, Decker, MT 

Key Discussion Points: 

 University System is a critical partner for all aspects of energy workforce development. 

 Many opportunities exist to promote collaboration among experts in the University System 

for the purposes of sharing energy-related expertise and assisting in the development and 

implementation of a comprehensive, long-term, compatible and sustainable workforce. 

 Work together to increase collaborative, interdisciplinary energy research among the 

universities and the energy industry. 

 Continue to develop education and outreach programs at both the two-year and university 

levels to prepare a qualified energy workforce and informed public.  

 Industry and college partnerships are important for the development of college-level 

degrees, technician training, and public and commercial sectors’ awareness.  

 The University System should continue to expand its work in developing specific programs 

targeted at preparing graduates who have a background in energy; continuing education 

courses for technical and nontechnical professionals; and creating modules, laboratories, and 

courses to be shared among the universities.  

 When possible, the University System should emphasize the importance of leveraging state, 

federal, and private funds for the purpose of conducting education, research, and 

development in the area of energy workforce development. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Coal, Oil and Gas Tour Participant List 
Name Title Affiliation 

Dave Ballard President Ballard Petroleum Holdings 

Ed Bartlett Lobbyist for Community Colleges/ Owner Edward Bartlett, LLC 

Dan Carter Director of Public and Government Affairs  ExxonMobil Billings  

Rob Deidrich Business Development/Geology Manager SM Energy 

Tom Hauptman Owner KGH Operating Company 

Jack King Landman Hancock Enterprises 

Gary Nelson President Energy Consultants LLC 

Wayne Nelson President Stockman’s Bank 

J.R. Reger Chief Executive Officer Voyager Oil 

David Schwend General Manager Cloud Peak Energy Resources LLC 

Mitch Thompson Chief Financial Officer Voyager Oil 

Steve Van Delinder Director of Exploration Ballard Petroleum Holdings 

Chip Youlden Chief Financial Officer Energy Consultants LLC 

Taylor Brown Senator/Owner Northern Broadcasting System 

Don Jones Representative/ Chief Operating Officer Joseph Eve Accounting Firm 

Jeff Krause Regent Montana University System 

Angela McLean Regent Montana University System 

Zachary Rogala Student Regent Montana University System 

Clayton T. Christian Commissioner Office of Commissioner of Higher Education 

John E. Cech Deputy Commissioner for Two-Year and 

Community College Education 

Office of Commissioner of Higher Education 

Waded Cruzado President Montana State University-Bozeman 

Royce Engstrom President University of Montana-Missoula 



 

 

Rolf Groseth Chancellor Montana State University-Billings 

Bill Johnston Director, Office of Alumni Relations University of Montana-Missoula 

Kevin McRae Associate Commissioner for Communications 

& Human Resources 

Office of Commissioner of Higher Education 

Marsha Riley Dean City College - MSU Billings 

Mick Robinson Associate Commissioner for Administrative & 

Fiscal Affairs 

Office of Commissioner of Higher Education 

 

 

 

  

 

 


