
University of Montana Health and Medicine: 
A Communities Prototype



On the web: www.umt.edu/umhm



UM Health & Medicine’s twofold mission: Enriching the 
academic experience and improving the health of Montanans 

through partnerships and outreach

• Coordinating a comprehensive approach to recruit students into 
the health professions and creating new degree programs to meet 
projected employment demands;

• Strengthening relationships with regional academic programs and 
clinicians committed to MUS undergraduate and graduate health 
and medicine education (OT, IPE);

• Strengthening relationships with community and regional 
partners to systematically improve care deliver and health 
outcomes in an evidence-based fashion, testing best practices and 
exploring new approaches;

• Providing oversight for collaboration across UM of our 
instructional, research and clinical care expertise in healthcare, and;

• Facilitating a robust research initiatives focused on improving 
health outcomes in Montana.



UM Health & Medicine Major Activities

• Interconnecting the campus academic environment;

• Building a widespread robust community of learners;

• Engaging the community: SpectrUM Health Lab & All 
Under One Roof;

• Connecting with diverse communities across Montana 
through health education, screening and partnering;

• MUS joint programs: Occupational therapy with MSU-B, 
proposed Institute for Interprofessional Education & 
Collaborative Practice (UM and MSU); 

• Supporting global interprofessional initiatives; Thailand, 
Ethiopia & Borneo, to date.



Enriching a campus-wide environment, from 
Missoula College…. 



…to the Mountain Campus



The UMHM Community of Learners Project: Students, parents, 
teachers, advisors, counselors



In the Missoula Community



UM Health & Medicine Health Lab within the SpectrUM 
Toole Street Complex



Next up, UMHM and SpectrUM in the new Missoula 
Public Library – The All Under One Roof Project



In Montana: Rural Reach

• Recruitment & outreach

• Engaging & exploring collaborative relationships for clinical placement, 
recruitment & retention of physicians and health care providers;

• Enhancing on the ground and telehealth opportunities, livestreamed 
continuing education;

• Listening!



Extending to diverse communities beyond UM

2018: BRAVE (Building Resiliency, Advocacy through Vision and Education); 
Power to Decide National Campaign; SKC Career Fair;
Tribal Health Fairs; Browning Public Schools Science Night; Box Elder Public 
School Parent Night; Rocky Public Schools & Box Elder Schools Literacy 
Night; University of Montana Crow Nation Parade;UM Tribal Community 
(TCU and High School) Visits; CTRP Asthma Research Rocky Boys Indian 
Reservation,Tribal Council, Rocky Boy Health Board, Stone Child College; 
SciNation at Arlee and Standing Arrow Powwow; Kyi-Yo Powwow booth; 
literally, hundreds and hundreds of participants.



The Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana –
Solving rural primary care while building a scaffold for 

interprofessional health care practitioners



FMRWM Resident to Physician Placement 
Outcomes

Total Graduates 30 100%

Practicing in MT 22 73%

Rural Practice (<50K) 21 70%

Frontier Practice (< 10K) 16 53%

Underserved (FQHC)
(Includes rural FQHCs)

6 20%

Total Rural/Underserved 24 80%



Improving Health for Rural Montanans (IPHARM)

Has logged over 140,000 miles all over Montana. As of July 2017, IPHARM has 
completed over 671 events and screened over 18,000 Montana residents at 
community health centers, senior centers, community pharmacies, health 

departments, and community health fairs.



Thanks!

reed.humphrey@umontana.edu


