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Mandatory Fees

The campuses of the Montana University System may assess student mandatory fees dedicated to 
the support of the categories listed below. 

BOR Policy 940.12.1 defines a Mandatory Fee as: “[those] assessed to all students registering at the 
campuses, regardless of the academic program or course of study chosen by the student” (unless 
explicitly exempted by another Board of Regents Policy).

Mandatory Fees Categories
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The annual increase in mandatory fees does not exceed 3% at any campus
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The annual increase in mandatory fees does not exceed 3% at any campus
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Campus Recommended Mandatory Fee Increases
(above the 3% benchmark) 

1) UM Missoula – Student Success Fee

2) MSU Billings – Health Fee increase

3) Helena College – Student Gov’t Fee increase

4) Great Falls College – Mental Health/Counselor Fee

note: these requests will be presented separately as individual action items
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Mandatory fees at most MUS 4YR campuses are above the regional average
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Mandatory fees at most MUS 2YR campuses are below the regional average
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Rates in MT have ranged from $100 -$250 higher than the regional avg. for the past 10 yrs.
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Program Fees
Program fees – Additional fees assessed to students in certain high demand/occupational/ 
professional/ academic programs
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Course Fees & Other Designated Fees 

Course fees are assessed to cover the unique or extraordinary costs associated with the 
delivery of a specific course. Appropriate uses of course fees are limited to the following: 
(a) Specialized activities or equipment fees, where payment is made to individuals or entities 

generally conducting these types of activities (such as downhill skiing, bowling, etc.); 
(b) Field trips; 
(c) Study abroad programs; 
(d) Pass-through fees (such as Red Cross certifications, Nursing liability insurance, etc.); 
(e) Laboratory consumables and other class consumables (such as sheet music), excluding 

computer supplies and paper products; 
(f) Materials used by students to create a product that becomes the student’s property after 

use in a specific course. 

Examples:
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Room & Board
Average annual rates for double occupancy rooms with 19+ meals per week 

BENCHMARKS
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National Comparison – Cost of Attendance
Source: College Board, Trends in College Pricing

BENCHMARKS

Cost of Attendance, 2018-19
Academic Year Rates for Full-time Resident Undergraduates attending Public Institutions 


