
REQUEST TO PLAN MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  April 13, 2020 
 
TO:  Chief Academic Officers, Montana University System 
 
FROM:  Brock Tessman, Deputy Commissioner for Academic, Research, and Student Affairs 
 
RE:  May 2020 Request to Plan Proposals 
 
 
The campuses of the Montana University System have proposed new academic programs or changes under the 
Request to Plan process authorized by the Montana Board of Regents.  The proposals are being sent to you for 
your review and approval.   If you have concerns about a particular proposal, you should share those concerns 
with your colleagues at that institution and try to come to some understanding.  If you cannot resolve your 
concerns, raise them at the Chief Academic Officer’s conference call May 6th.  Issues not resolved at that 
meeting should be submitted in writing to OCHE by noon on Friday, May 8th.  If no concerns are received, OCHE 
will assume that the proposals have your approval.   
 
Requests to Plan 
 

Montana Technological University: 
• Request to plan Engineering Geology option in the Geoscience M.S. 

Item # 1501-R0520 
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Montana University System 
REQUEST TO PLAN FORM 

FOR OCHE USE 

Labor market outlook 

Engineering Geology is a sub-discipline of Geosciences that overlaps with Civil and 
Geological Engineering.  Public sources do not report on labor demand for 
engineering geologists alone, but instead tracks larger occupational categories. 

Occupational demand projections in Montana, all levels of education 
Annual Openings Growth 2018-28 Median Wage 

Mining and Geological Engineers 10 -3% $92,250 
Geoscientists 30 +16% $85,780 
Source: O*NET 

Related programs / 
centers / institutes 

No other campus in the Montana University System offers a specific graduate degree option in 
engineering geology. Montana State University offers an M.S. in Earth Sciences with 
concentrations in Geology and Geography. MSU’s M.S. in Civil Engineering could also allow 
students to accumulate some similar coursework, though in a less focused manner. The 
University of Montana offers an M.S. in Geosciences. 

MUS Geosciences / Earth Science M.S. graduates 2017-2019 
2019 2018 2017 

Montana Technological University 11 12 15 
Montana State University 6 9 13 

The University of Montana 7 8 4 
TOTAL 24 29 32 

Source: MUS Student Data Warehouse 

CAO discussion and 
follow-up 

ARSA/BOR comment 
and direction for Level 
II proposal 
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