




 
 
 

A Preliminary Definition of 
A Quality Montana University System 

 
 
 
 
 
A quality Montana University System 
 

• prepares its students for successful lives as citizens, employees, 
entrepreneurs and life-long learners; 

• values innovative scholarship and high standards of academic achievement;  
• uses its fiscal and intellectual resources in a responsible manner, 

advances the individual and economic capital of the State, and sees itself 
as a partner in moving the State forward; 

• promotes these goals by being accessible and affordable. 
 
The Montana University System will monitor its success in meeting these 
expectations by using the following benchmarks: 
 

1) Preparation of students: 
     **retention rates 
     **graduation rates 
 
2) Scholarship: 
     **research expenditures/faculty FTE 
     **patents and technology transfers 
 
3a) Fiscal and Intellectual Resources: 
     **current expenditures by purpose, in percentages 
     **state appropriations/$1,000 of personal income and per capita 
 
 b) Individual and Economic Capital: 
     **employment/continued employment 
     **growth in FTE enrollment, certificates and degrees conferred in  
       two-year education 
 
 c) Partnership: 
     **collaborative programs with K-12, tribal and community colleges  
       and private educational institutions 
     **service to the business sector 
 
4) Access and Affordability: 
     **transferability among institutions 
     **affordability compared to other states 


