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Adopted October 28, 1977; Revised July 20, 2010; Updated December 15, 2012

. Board Policy: b‘Q

A. The board of regents of higher education authorizes the commissioner of higher education to offe
MUS Honor Scholarships annually to Montana high school graduates in accordance with terms of Yis
policy. The commissioner will offer a sufficient number of scholarships with the intent to awar t
number of 200 scholarships each year to qualifying students attending Montana Universityidx%

campuses. O
B. Recipients will be selected based upon class ranking as determined by the stu@’grade point
average (GPA) at the student’s respective high school and ACT or SAT test score (th&higher of the two if
both tests are taken). If the SAT test is taken, it will be converted to a correspo ACT score. A
composite scholarship score will be determined by assigning a value to clas nd adding that value
to the student’'s ACT/SAT score, with the highest score being offered t S honor scholarship and
continuing until the target number of students has accepted the scholar JClass rank value will be
determined as follows: A student ranked first in grade point average athis or her high school (and all ties
for first) will receive the maximum of 30 points for class rankin stutent ranked second in grade point
average at his or her high school (and all ties for second) wi % 29 points for class ranking. Points
earned for class rank will continue to be assigned in desc nNa er until either (a) all students with a
l€§$t

minimum GPA of 3.4 are ranked or (2) the students ran h%are ranked, whichever occurs first. A
student must have at least a 3.4 GPA to be ranked. ols which use weighted grade point
averages to determine class ranking must use weighted rages for every student for which that
weighting applies.

4

C. Prospective recipients must graduate fr m%tana high school accredited by the Montana state
board of public education and have been gnro full time and in attendance in a Montana accredited
high school for at least three years prig Ygga uation. In addition, prospective recipients must be US
citizens, have a minimum grade point e of 3.4, and meet the board of regents’ rigorous core policy
requirements described in policy% pendix . The high school principal, or designee, must certify to
the commissioner of higher edu hat the prospective recipients have met or will meet these
requirements. Students have@e date of high school graduation to meet the MUS rigorous core

requirement. @

D. The only excepti I-C is that the following students are eligible to apply for an MUS honor
scholarship: studegt have not attended an accredited Montana high school solely because they
reside with a p o resides outside of Montana due to service in active duty in a branch of the
armed forcég. Elipility shall be based on the following: (1) such students must attend accredited high
schools wh%ward grades competitively for at least 3 of their 4 high school years; (2) such students
t% redited Montana high schools during their senior years and their grades must be
those high schools’ grading systems; and (3) to be eligible, parents in active military service

been residents of Montana for at least 3 of the 4 years of their sons’ or daughters’ high school
cluding the senior year, and must support their students. The determination of residency will be
d on the terms of BOR policy 940.1, and the burden of proving resident status is on the parent. For
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*
purposes of this policy, membership in ROTC, in the reserves or in the National Guard, does not, in itse@
qualify as active duty. Active duty military status cannot be achieved by attending school. %

S

E. The scholarships may be utilized at any campus of the MUS or Dawson, Flathead Valley, or M
Community Colleges (hereinafter referred to as eligible campuses) as a waiver of tuition at’tht.o)

campus, provided the provisions of this policy are met. \\

campus at the end of each academic year and demonstrates progress toward a d by completing at
least 30 credit hours after two semesters, 60 credit hours after four semesters, an redit hours after
six semesters. If the student is not able to obtain the credits or GPA required fo gress toward a
degree due to circumstances beyond his or her control, the student may ap e financial aid office
at the home campus.

F. The honor scholarship is renewable annually provided the student maintains a @t the home
d9

G. The scholarship may be received a maximum of 8 continuous acagemic (fall/spring) undergraduate
semesters and is transferable between eligible campuses. Su r s€mester does not count as one of
the 8 continuous semesters. Summer tuition may be waived c’)%ligible recipient at the discretion of
the campus. K

the home campus, recipients must first contact and e appropriate arrangements with the home
campus.

4
I. Students lose eligibility by non-enrollmer‘,ivaan 3.4 GPA at the end of academic year, or violating

H. To waive tuition and/or receive credit for classes @Iine at MUS qualifying campuses other than
ma

the student conduct code.

J. For purposes of this policy, the ho \npus is the campus at which a student originally matriculates
until such time as the student for sfers to another eligible campus.

. Procedures: ®®

A. Eligible high sch ents must apply for the scholarship. Before the student can submit an

application, the s ust apply to and be accepted by one of the eligible campuses. A completed
scholarship ap must be submitted to the office of the commissioner of higher education by March

15th of the &vard\ear. Any eligible student who does not submit the required scholarship application and
acceptance @ by the application deadline will be deemed to have relinquished the scholarship.

B. E %ible Montana high school shall provide a class ranking list of eligible students that includes
the ts’ grade point averages to the office of the commissioner of higher education not later than
5th of the award year.

@ istory:
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23
C. GPA will be calculated through the 7th high school semester (5th semester, for students graduating @
early).

D. If there is a tie for the final scholarship, the tie will be broken by awarding the student with the Righes

ACT score. . ()
E. If the recipient of a MUS honor scholarship decides not to attend an eligible campus, \dent
should relinquish the scholarship at once.

ati

F. A recipient must utilize the scholarship within 9 months after high school gradu

%)
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