
A New Frontier in Montana CTE:  Montana’s Future at Work 
 

September 28-29, 2023 
                                                  Roosevelt Center 

                                                  519 S Broadway Ave 
                                                  Red Lodge, Montana 

 
 

Thursday, September 28 

Time Session 

8:30 am Breakfast and Registration 

9:00 am Welcome and Introductions 

Regent Todd Buchanan, Buchanan Capital 

Provost Sep Eskandari, MSU Billings  

Speed Dating! 

9:45 am Commissioner Sarah Swanson, Montana Department of Labor and Industry 

10:00 am Break 

10:15 am State of the State – Dual Enrollment and CTE 

11:00am Gender Nontraditional Careers: Women in Trades 

Kaili Payne, Director of Dual Enrollment and Perkins, MSU Billings 

Kat Pfau, Chair, Transportation and Welding-Metal Fabrication, MSU Billings 

12:00 pm Lunch 

12:45 pm Student Panel 

Kyla Vande Sandt, Agriculture Vet Science/School-to-Work 

Noah Dye, Industrial Arts Automotive/School-to-Work 

Brady Vomund, Family and Consumer Sciences 

Maya Gentry, Industrial Arts Woodworking/Carpentry/Construction 

1:30 pm Mike Halligan, Executive Director, The Dennis and Phyllis Washington 

Foundation 

2:00 pm Break 

2:15 pm Future at Work Awardee Presentations 

Missoula College, CNA  

Highlands College, CDL 

Missoula College, Job Site Ready 

Flathead Valley Community College, HVAC and Refrigeration 

Helena College, Certificate of Technical Studies 



Miles City College, CNA  

 

3:00 pm Education Design Lab: Community College Growth Engine 

Dr. Lisa Larson, Senior Vice President for College Transformation 

4:00 pm Tour: Red Lodge High School Career and Technical Education Center 

800 Chambers Ave N, Red Lodge, MT 59068 

5:00 pm Reception: The Pollard Hotel (Sponsored by Education Design Labs)  

2 Broadway Ave N, Red Lodge, MT 59068 

 

Friday, September 29 

Time Session 

8:15 am Breakfast & Day One Reflection 

8:45 am Keynote: Todd O’Hair, President, Montana Chamber of Commerce 

9:30 am Teacher Externships 

Jason Butcher, Outreach Director, Reach Higher Montana 

10:15 am Break 

10:30 am Industry Connection Panel 

Heather McDowell, Vice President Legal, Environmental, and Government 

Affairs, Sibanye Stillwater 

Brad Bernhart, Founder, Earlywood Design 

Dr. Becky Muller, Medical Director and Assistant Professor, Health Care 

Services, MSU Billings 

Jenna Jones, Program Director and Instructor, Radiologic Technology, MSU 

Billings 

Travis Yuzik, President, Atomic Industries 

11:30 am Perkins Videos/Networking Time 

12:00 pm Adjourn – Lunch to Go 

12:15 pm – 

2:30 pm 

Perkins and Dual Enrollment Campus Coordinators Meeting 

 

 


